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Dear Parishioners of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church, 

 

I am happy to present to you this Annual Report for the pastoral/fiscal year of September 1, 

2011 through August 31, 2012. It is my goal to keep you well informed of the status of the par-

ish and to have complete transparency in our financial affairs. I have asked our organizations 

and ministries to provide a summary of the year’s highlights and help you to appreciate the 

scope of activities and depth of commitment that are evident here in our parish. 

 

 One of the highlights of the year was undertaking and successfully completing the renovation 

of our church’s original pipe organ, resulting in a wonderful new instrument which will enhance 

our worship for generations to come. A festive blessing and dedication was held in September 

presided over by Bishop Raymond Chappetto. Our Adult Faith Formation Team inaugurated a 

new three year program called Living the Eucharist which employs a variety of strategies to 

help the parish grow in its understanding and celebration of the Eucharist. After a successful 

first year we are looking forward to Lent and year II.  The parishes of our Diocese of Brooklyn 

are undergoing significant change due to demographic trends, economic challenges, and a di-

minished number of priests. Christ Our Hope is a major initiative underway to stabilize and vi-

talize Catholic life in our neighborhoods. We here at OLBS are currently in Phase V and are in 

the process of assessing the major areas of parish life so that new goals and strategies can 

emerge that will enable us to grow and fulfill our mission as church. 

 

All of the parish schools in the diocese are continuing towards a gradual conversion to Acad-

emies which involves a change in corporate structure, including the help of a Board of Directors 

to assist the principal and pastor in operating the school. We are fortunate that our school main-

tains a strong enrollment and healthy financial status and look forward to the additional benefits 

that the academy model will provide to ensure its longevity. A growing partnership with our 

alumni will also enhance the school’s mission and vitality. 

 

Our Tithing Renewal last fall, as well as our recent Time & Talent Ministry Renewal, continues 

to strengthen our spiritual, financial, and ministerial service as we develop an even greater trust 

in God’s providence and share generously our gifts. 

 

Take a look within and familiarize yourself with the many aspects of parish life here at Our 

Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. Working together, let us continue to make the love of Christ 

present to one another and our neighbors. 

 

In Christ Jesus, Robert J Whelan, Pastor 
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Parish Leadership 
 

Clergy 

Rev. Robert J. Whelan, Pastor 

Rev. Lawrence Ryan, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Msgr. William J. Flood, In Residence/Assistant 
Mr. Ernesto Avallone, Deacon 

Mr. George Bourbeau, Deacon 

 

Staff 

Mr. George Bourbeau, Youth Minister 

Mr. Michael Martinka, Music Director 
Mrs. Joan Kane, School Principal 

Sr. Carla Lorenz, Religious Education Director 

 

Civil Trustees 

Mr. John Cronan 

Mrs. Margaret Devine 
 

 Pastoral Council 

Ms. Linda Starace, Facilitator 

Ms. Valerie DeMato 

Mr. Tom Kobel 

Mrs. Pat Lizzul 

Mrs. Betty May, Secretary 

Mrs. Barbara O’Keefe 

Mr. Al Pistone 

Mr. Joseph Troina 

Mrs. Gail Rodriquez 

 

 

Finance Council 

Mr. James Minogue, Chairman 

Mr. Steven DiMichael 

Mr. Eddy Iocco 

Ms. Deborah O’Connell 

Mr. Domenick Ranieri, Secretary 

Mr. Dario Rodriguez 

Ms. Patricia Zaccone 

 

Accountant 

Mr. John LaRocca, Baglivi & Cook 

 

 

Support Staff 
 

Mrs. Jane Brunhuber, Secretary 

Ms. Shiobahn Eberle, Housekeeping 

Mrs. Linda Farrell, Bookkeeper 

Mrs. Betty Kossman, Rectory Cook 
Mr. Juan Lopez, Church Custodian 

Mrs. Michelina Rodeschini, Head Receptionist 

Mr. Ramon Urena, School Custodian 
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FAITH FORMATION 

 
Based on the Greek for ECHO, we have the title catechist:  the one who ECHOS the Word of 

God to others.  Someone else defined catechists as ordinary people who are extraordinary be-

cause they teach as Jesus did.  One of my favorite definitions is that a catechist is the Bible and 

the Church in human form. We were blessed to have 16 dedicated catechists sharing Scripture 

and the teachings of our faith with the 168 children in our religious education program. 

 

On Good Friday we received the news that our beloved Pat Frost had died.  For many years, 

Mrs. Frost prepared second graders for their first Penance and First Holy Communion.  She had 

already prepared a gift for each child in her class. They eagerly awaited the day when they 

would receive her present-a gift straight from heaven is how we thought of it.  Mrs.  Frost will 

be held in the hearts of many! 

 

For many years we have celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation with our seventh graders.  

Recently Bishop Di Marzio promulgated new norms regarding the celebration of Confirmation.  

Becoming effective in the 2012 -2013 academic year, the celebration will take place in the 

eighth  grade.  This will provide an additional year of faith formation for the  students in the 

religious education program.  Although there was an initial disappointment, the children 

quickly adjusted to the idea of waiting one more year. 

 

Our Easter vigil celebration was such a beautiful liturgy with the full initiation of two adults. 

Both of them wrote very moving accounts for “Reflections”  on their experience of Baptism, 

Confirmation and reception of their first Eucharist. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

was, once  again,  truly enriching for the entire parish community. 

 

Shortly after Easter, we began the preparation for Adult Confirmation on Pentecost Sunday.  

Two very faith-filled parishioners were confirmed by our pastor, who is given permission to 

confirm adults on Pentecost.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  Sister Carla Lorenz,  PBVM 

 

 

 

 

 

RECTORY VOLUNTEERS 

 

   What a fabulous group!  Thank you to Joan Callahan, Rose Castaldo, Joanne Cheek, 

John McHugh, Janine McQueeney, Mary Ranieri, Judy Reilly, Mary Ricketts and 

Mickey Rodeschini for your tremendous help in answering the phones and the door but, 

especially, for your enthusiasm.  Your reliability, intelligence and pleasant manner helps 

the rectory work get done smoothly.  You’re wonderful!   
 

Respectfully submitted, Jane Brunhuber 

5 

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 2012 Annual Report 



SPIRITUAL REPORT  2011-12 

                                                                                                                                                               Last Year 
 

Registered Households      1,461  1,400 
 
Baptisms            60  54 
 
Adults Fully Initiated (RCIA)         2  0 
 
First Holy Communions        73  72 
 
Confirmations           69  50 

Adults            2  3 
 
Marriages          17  12 
 
Confessions (not counted) 
 
Anointing of the Sick         204  173 
 
Visits to Homebound/Hospitals/Nursing Homes      1,155  1,468 

-by Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and Clergy 
 
Funerals           54  57 
 
Masses           833  823 
 
Holy Communions         88,340  82,702 
 
Average Sunday Attendance    943  

(or 895 excluding Christmas, which fell on a Sunday)    904 

Range: 619 August 4/5 to 3,348 Christmas 
 
Average Weekday Attendance        67  64 

-not including school children who attend weekly while in session (256 weekly) 235 
 
Other Devotions (not counted): Morning Prayer, Rosaries, Miraculous Medal Novenas, and 

Holy Hours with Benediction. 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We, the members of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament parish, are a community of the faith-

ful committed to walking in the footsteps of Jesus. Ministering to the residents of the Bayside 

area of northeastern Queens since 1930, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament continues to 

strive to see the face of Christ in each person.  With The Blessed Mother as our patroness and 

the Blessed Sacrament as our spiritual center, we strive to discern God's will and to conduct 

our lives in such a way so as to reflect His unconditional love for all His children.  
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL’S YEAR-END REPORT 

 

Throughout 2011-2012, the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 

worked together as a prayerful community of disciples to help make decisions for our par-

ish.   Below are some of the highlights.  
 
Linda Starace, newly appointed PPC facilitator, went to a diocesan “Partners in Ministry Training” 

which focused on possibilities for the future and how to enliven and further engage our al-

ready thriving parish. In order to invite the Holy Spirit into PPC decision-making processes, 

a prayer table is now at the center of each meeting.  
 
This past Advent, we started the new Mass translation. This process was streamlined for our parish 

thanks to Fr. Bob. His many efforts to educate and prepare us for the change eased us into 

the new responses at Mass. 
 
Living the  Eucharist is a 3 year parish-based Lenten program designed to enhance spiritual growth 

and deepen love for the Eucharist. The goals of our PPC coincide with the program. A lead-

ership team of more than a dozen, spearheaded by Valerie DeMato, were trained in helping 

to prepare and implement the parish-wide program. Parishioners met in small faith sharing 

groups throughout the Lenten season and were then able to reinforce their experience 

through a parish retreat that took place in May.  
 
The ongoing fundraising for our new parish Pipe Organ was a great success thanks to Fr. Bob’s ef-

forts and the generosity of our parishioners. A dedication event for the new pipe organ was 

held in Fall 2012.  
 
Fr. Bob introduced the PPC to Mission Insite, a web based program available to every school and 

parish in the diocese. This program contains 2010 census information for our area, as well 

as projections every six months. The demographics, age-brackets, and income levels are 

among valuable information that can be used for long term planning and refocusing our 

PPC goals.   
 
In fall 2012, our parish will be entering into Phase V of Christ Our Hope. During this phase, we 

will begin a self-assessment process in order to review our strengths while creating goals 

from areas that need improvement. Preserving the Vision pertains to our schools. An 18 

month process will occur where all schools will become academies. 
 
The PPC is grateful for the time and talent offered by all members and wishes to thank out-going 

members, Christie Ranieri, Sister Carla Lorenz, and Mike Esposito for the gift of their ser-

vice. 
 
This past spring, the PPC was asked to nominate two outstanding parishioners or couples for Distin-

guished Parishioner Awards. These awards were proudly presented to Nick &Mary Ranieri 

and Lou & Tina Tirella by Bishop DiMarzio at a special Mass honoring them. The PPC is 

thankful to them for all they do for our parish.  
 
In the upcoming year, the PPC hopes to amplify our parish’s strengths and reconstruct goals from 

areas that need improvement. With the presence of the Holy Spirit, the leadership of parish 

volunteers, and support from all parishioners, we trust that the vibrancy of our OLBS family 

will continue to shine brightly.  
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PLEASE FIND BELOW SUMMARIES OF THE 2011-2012 FISCAL YEAR 

FOR BOTH THE OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

CHURCH AND SCHOOL:   

 
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church 
 
Total Revenue for the Church decreased by 2% during the fiscal year.  While regular collec-
tions were up an encouraging 3.2% year-over-year, this increase was offset by a 12.2% de-
crease in one-time, extraordinary revenue sources (donations, fund raising and the Annual 
Stewardship Appeal). 
 
Total ordinary expenses for the Church decreased 10% year-over-year as a result of continued 
cost management combined with lower utilities costs due to the mild winter weather.  However, 
it is important to note that $278,470 was spent on much needed extraordinary repairs to the 
Church, Rectory and Convent which was partially offset by $170,110 of income generated by 
the 2012 Organ Campaign. 
 
The result for fiscal year 2010-2011 was a net income of $30,418 which was down 74% when 
compared to the net income realized from the 2011-2012 fiscal year. 
 
 
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament School 
 
Our School remains strong and viable as evidenced by another year of solid financial perform-
ance.  Although tuition and fee income was slightly up during the 2011-2012 fiscal year, total 
revenue for the School decreased 1% year-over-year as a result of other revenue decreasing 8%.  
Total expenditures for the School remained flat year-over-year as a result of good expense man-
agement. 
 
The result was a net income of $60,132 for the 2011-2012 fiscal year.  This represents the 
fourth straight year that our School has achieved positive net income.   
 
The Finance Council would like to extend well earned thanks and congratulations to our Pastor, 
Father Robert Whelan and to our Principal, Mrs. Joan Kane for their continued efforts and dem-
onstrated leadership in achieving these results.  The Finance Council is also grateful for the ef-
forts and resources contributed by all members. 
 
For the 2012-2013 fiscal year, the Finance Council will continue to focus on the following keys 
areas: 

Innovative ways to increase revenue, weekly collections and extraordinary contributions 
Maximize investment returns and grow assets during this challenging economic period 
Continued cost containment management of regular expenses and monitoring of extraordi-
nary expenses such as major repairs and renovations 
 

  Respectfully submitted, Jim Minogue, Finance Council Chairman 
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       2012  2011  2010 

 Revenue           

     Sunday and Other Parish Collections    $  653,761    $  633,441    $  669,065  

     Votive Shrines           11,383           9,037           9,170  

     Poor Box             8,767           7,176           8,069  

     Donations and Bequests        112,285       151,929       101,260  

     Annual Catholic Appeal            9,504         10,445         21,484  

     Investment Income          14,353              877           2,163  

     Rental Income           28,746         22,346         28,600  

     Religious Education and Other Parish Programs        34,558         26,624         27,736  

     Fund Raising ( revenue less expenses )              600         21,234           4,738  

     Clergy Fund           37,486         48,100         40,538  

     Other Revenue           24,864         23,971         35,109  

  Total Revenue        936,307       955,180       947,932  

            

 Expenditures          

     Salaries and Benefits        479,695       494,805       496,120  

     Rectory Expenses           32,021         27,669         25,160  

     Parish Office Expenses          37,703         34,891         33,522  

     Religious Education and Other Parish Program Expenses       18,512         15,694         17,106  

     Church Expenses ( altar supplies, the tablet, choir, & etc. )        28,681         32,733         26,154  

     Utilities            30,376         40,745         37,998  

     Repairs and Maintenance          24,936         17,692         21,878  

     Insurance           32,754         30,382         29,053  

     Diocesan Assessment          82,100         82,100         79,500  

     Donations             9,200           6,515         18,066  

     Other Expenses           21,551         22,873         17,247  

  Total Expenditures        797,529       806,099       801,804  

            

 Net Operating Surplus        138,778       149,081       146,128  

            

 Extraordinary Income and Expenditures        

     Campaign Income  ( Organ 2012 )       170,110                -           13,121  

     Extraordinary Repairs Church, Rectory & Convent     (278,470)       (30,806)         (6,666) 

            

 Net Surplus      $   30,418    $  118,275    $  152,583  

            

     Balance Sheet       

            

       2012  2011  2010 

 Assets           

     Cash       $  258,539    $  152,934    $  135,180  

     Investments         342,591       325,219       226,634  

     Other Assets           27,639           3,251           3,088  

  Total Assets     $  628,769    $  481,404    $  364,902  

            

 Liabilities and Net Assets         

     Liabilities      $  162,127    $   45,180    $   46,663  

     Net Assets         466,642       436,224       318,239  

  Total Liabilities and Net Assets    $  628,769    $  481,404    $  364,902  

            

CHURCH REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES  

YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 2012, 2011 AND 2010 



TITHING THE TITHE  

 
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish lends financial, material and volunteer support to 
many charities beyond our own local needs. Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners the 
following contributions were made. 
 
Diocesan Assessment- The first 11% of collection income is shared with the Diocese of Brook-
lyn for the support of our local diocesan church and parishes and schools in need.  
 
   Total: $69,600   Previous Year:  $69,600 

 
St. Elizabeth Seton Trust Fund- to aid Catholic Schools.   
 
   Parish Contribution: $12,500 Previous Year: $12,500 
 
Contributions to Religious/Charitable Organizations 
The Little Sisters of the Poor 
Hour Children 
Ozanam Hall of Queens 
St. Vincent DePaul Society 
Borough Pregnancy Counseling Center 
The Tablet Bright Christmas 
The Bridge to Life 
McKenna Stewardship Ministry 
Monica’s Manor for Homeless Women 
Right To Life, Queens 
Queen of Peace Residence 
St. Augustine Helping Hands Food Pantry 
Holy Cross High School 
Cathedral Preparatory Seminary 
Missionary - Diocese of Uromi, Nigeria 
Families in Need (rent, utilities, groceries, burial assistance, carfare) 
 
   Total: $14,200.00                   Previous Year: $12,158.00 

 

 

 

Annual Catholic Appeal- Parishioners sent $93,090 to the 2011 appeal in support of the dio-
cese’s ministries and charities in Brooklyn and Queens. An additional $ 9,504.00 in over-goal 
contributions was returned to the parish for our needs. 

 

   Total: $102,594        Previous Year: $101,395 
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TITHING THE TITHE (continued) 
 

 

Special Collections 

Disaster Relief                                                     1,933.00 

Churches of Latin America & Eastern Europe    1,606.00 

Missions Among Black & Indian Peoples           2,234.00 

Holy Land Shrines                                               2,499.00 

St. John Vianney Fund for Retired Priests          4,486.00 

Holy Father’s Charities                                        1,587.00 

Catholic University                                              1,527.00 

Bishop’s Disaster Relief                                      1,867.00 

World Missions                                                    2,361.00 

Catholic Charities                                                 5,364.41 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development      2,304.00 

Catholic Communications Campaign                   1,883.03 

Religious Retirement Fund                                   2,862.00 

Home Missions                                                     2,186.00 

Visiting Missionary                                              3,337.00 

Other Diocesan Collections         1,892.00 

 

Total:  $39,928.44    Previous Year: $37,299.00 

 

 

Organizations assisted through the collection of food, goods, raffles, or gifts-in-kind: 

Hour Children 

Food for the Poor 

St. Therese of Lisieux Food Pantry, Montauk 

Knights of Columbus 

Daughters of Charity 

Catholic Youth Organization 

Emergency Maternity Care, Frontline 

DiLibero Foundation 

Cathedral Preparatory Seminary 

Helping Hands Food Pantry, Brooklyn 

Long Island Blood Services 

 

 

 

Tithing the Tithe 2012 Charitable Giving 

 

Total: $238, 822.44    Previous Year: $230,352.00 
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OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT SCHOOL 

 

The 2011-2012 school year was filled with many opportunities for learning, service, and spiri-
tual development.  Enrollment remains strong; the year finished with 402 students. 
The school continues to have strong and positive finances, something not easy to do in today’s 
economy.  Special thanks to the parents and HSA for their commitment to fundraising and to 
the Parish Finance Committee for their suggestions on how to remain fiscally responsible. 
The class of 2012 received 12 scholarships to the Catholic High Schools.  We also were hon-
ored to have students accepted into Townsend Harris High School and the Brooklyn Latin 
School.  The alumni of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament continue to be successful.  Pres-
ently we have alumni in Georgetown, Harvard, U Penn, Vanderbilt, West Point, and Yale, to 
name a few. 
 
New York State test scores for 2011-2012 are in.  We are very proud of our students’ achieve-
ment in English Language Arts, Math and Science. 
(% of students receiving a level 3, meeting standard or level 4, exceeding standard) 
 
         NYS             NYC     Diocese of Brooklyn       OLBS School 
                Public Schools     Public Schools          Catholic Schools 
ELA Grade 4       56.7%          51.0%   65.8%   84.8% 
ELA Grade 6       55.8%                    43.6%              64.9%   70.5% 
ELA Grade 8       46.9%                    35.0%   63.5%   65.7% 
Math Grade 4       66.6%                    62.3%   63.7%   97.8% 
Math Grade 6       63.0%                    56.0%   60.1%   75.0% 
Math Grade 8       59.8%                    52.5%   61.7%   78.2%  
 
Although we don’t have the comparisons, OLBS Science scores for Grade 4 were $100% and 
for Grade 8 were 84.4%. 

 
Thank you to the faculty and students for their hard work here at school and for the parents’ 
support at home.  It is certainly a team effort. 
 
In the Fall of 2011 we prepared the students for the new Mass responses with a teacher work-
shop and classroom instruction. Practice makes perfect, so the students and faculty celebrate 
mass as a school community with the parish once per month.  Individual classes attend Mass 
weekly.  We encourage the families to attend Mass on Sunday, especially the family Mass at 
9:30 A.M. 
 
Year two of our collaboration with Holy Cross was a great success.  All four of our Earth Sci-
ence participants passed the Regents in June.  This enabled them to begin their high school ca-
reer with one Regents course successfully completed.  Twelve 7th graders participated in the 
Television Studio production program over a period of weeks.  We also were fortunate to begin 
a collaboration with St. Francis Prep last Spring as part of a Saturday Academy in Math, Eng-
lish Language Arts, and Dance. 
 

 

 

12 

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 2012 Annual Report 



OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT SCHOOL (continued) 
 

The student body, led by the Student Council, participated in several community outreach pro-

jects.  They sponsored dress down days for Ronald McDonald House, collected food in coop-

eration with the parish food drive and performed community service as part of their preparation 

for Confirmation.  Yet another project collected money to make care packages for the troops 

overseas.  They were so successful that they had to send the packages over in several batches.  

We were also able to help a returning veteran who was severely wounded begin his new life 

back home. 

 

Education of the whole child is an ideal that we have embraced with the art and music pro-

grams in school.  We hosted our annual Art Auction during Catholic Schools week.  It is amaz-

ing how talented the children are and how generous the parents are!  Working collaboratively 

certainly does bring out the best in each of the children.  A show choir was formed this year 

under the direction of Mrs. Gail Rodriguez assisted by Mrs. Fina DiPasquale.  We are proud to 

report that they performed several times for our Senior Citizen’s Leisure Club and sang Christ-

mas Carols at the Capital One Bank on Bell and Northern Boulevards in December. They per-

formed at both concerts and truly entertained all!  The School Band and String Orchestra’s per-

formances are always impressive as well as the showcase of musical talent that are the hall-

marks of our semi-annual concerts. 

 

The Junior High students studied immigration as part of their Social Studies and Italian classes.  

They visited Ellis Island in the spring and followed up with an International Festival two weeks 

later.  Thank you to the faculty involved in this comprehensive program and thank you to the 

students and families for their creativity and culinary skills. 

 

Our beloved secretaries, Linda Galarza and Rosanna Lombardi retired in August.  They served 

the school for 19 years and 17 years respectively. They kept the office running smoothly and 

will be dearly missed.  We wish them much happiness and health in their retirement. 

Special thanks to the faculty and staff of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament School for the 

hard work and sacrifices they make each day.  They continually seek out professional develop-

ment and have embraced the adoption of the Common Core Curriculum by attending profes-

sional development and sharing their ideas with one another.  We are so blessed to have such a 

fine group of dedicated women as a part of the community. 

 

Thank you for entrusting your children to us. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Mrs. Joan Kane - Principal 
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SCHOOL REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES  

YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 2012, 2011 and 2010 
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    2012  2011  2010 

Revenue         

    Tuition & Fees    $  1,635,654    $  1,623,593    $  1,619,407  

    Fund Raising ( revenue less expenses )          95,111            78,612          107,697  

    Contributions            92,222          134,016          107,619  

    NYS Mandated Services           90,979          110,830            89,329  

    Cafeteria Income            26,054            25,086            25,318  

    Investment Income           19,839              5,532            11,701  

    Other Revenue            26,282            26,529            18,436  

         

 Total Revenue       1,986,141        2,004,198        1,979,507  

         

Expenditures        

    Salaries & Benefits       1,605,585        1,576,108        1,540,490  

    Instructional Supplies & Expenses          28,895            30,283            30,909  

    Administration Supplies & Expenses          21,024            26,723            21,327  

    Repairs and Maintenance           60,646            57,584            51,121  

    Utilities             67,367            95,260            70,243  

    Insurance            38,520            36,654            32,809  

    Graduation Expenses             9,332            10,573            11,872  

    Cafeteria Expenses           12,468            11,814            11,023  

    Equipment Rental              8,472              8,965              8,488  

    Superintendents Assessment           16,684            16,080            14,850  

    Other Expenses            26,203            47,844            14,471  

    Major Repairs & Renovations           30,813            16,338              2,503  

         

 Total Expenditures       1,926,009        1,934,226        1,810,106  

         

Net Surplus    $      60,132    $      69,972    $     169,401  

         

   Balance Sheet      

         

    2012  2011  2010 

Assets         

    Cash     $     387,189    $     494,132    $     345,182  

    Investments          397,237          287,995          272,864  

    Accounts Receivable           39,175            17,464            45,045  

    Other Assets                 757              4,805              6,262  

 Total Assets   $     824,358    $     804,396    $     669,353  

         

Liabilities and Net Assets       

    Accounts Payable    $      32,774    $      21,703    $      20,904  

    Advanced Tuition and Fees         395,578          446,819          382,548  

 Total Liabilities         428,352          468,522          403,452  

    Net Assets          396,006          335,874          265,901  

 Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $     824,358    $     804,396    $     669,353  



BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE REPORT 

 
Our maintenance staff has a challenging job in keeping our large block of buildings and grounds 

clean, attractive and in good repair. Many thanks to Ramon Urena, School Custodian; Juan Lo-

pez, Church Custodian; Siobahn Eberle, Rectory Housekeeper; and Alex Sershen, Summer As-

sistant, for their dedication. We mourn the loss of George Horel who volunteered his time and 

talent on our landscaping for more than a decade.  

The following repairs and renovation projects or improvements were completed during the past 

year: 

 

SCHOOL 

New stage curtains and window draperies were purchased for the Auditorium. 

Modern automatic faucets were installed in the restrooms.  

A major leak to the Auditorium balcony was repaired. 

New smart boards continue to be installed. 

Repairs were made to the oil tank and the line was vacuumed out. 

285 new chairs were purchased for the Auditorium. 

All chairs in the school building, more than 1200, were power washed. 

The gym floor was refinished. 

A video projector was installed from the ceiling of the Auditorium for screening films or 

images to an onstage screen. 

Lighting fixtures continue to be gradually updated to new standards. 

Exterior doors repainted where needed. 

A new drill and two specialty saws were purchased. 

New computer, printer, and copier machine were purchased for the Religious Education of-

fice. 

 

RECTORY 

An exterior balcony roof was refinished to stop leaks to the sun room. 

New computer and printer for the business office. 

The staff water cooler was replaced. 

 

CHURCH 

The pipe organ was completely rebuilt by the Peragallo Pipe Organ Co. resulting in a new 

digital organ incorporating some of the original ranks of pipes and the addition of new 

ranks of trumpet pipes. 

Two new electric lines were installed for the new organ.  

The rear wall of the church was repointed in several areas. 

The two flat sacristy roofs were replaced and extensive repairs made to the tile roof. 

Tile roofs at the elevator addition were replaced, eliminating chronic leaks and basement 

flooding. 

Air conditioning repairs were made to both church systems. One unit dating from 1958 no 

longer functions and replacement is underway. 

A large flat screen TV and DVD player were purchased for the Parish Center. 

Six lamps were purchased for the Parish Center to provide better mood lighting for dinners 

and social events. 
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MAINTENANCE REPORT (continued) 
 

 

CONVENT 

The roof parapets and capstones were repointed. 

Most of the basement window iron angles were replaced and surrounding brickwork re-

pointed.  

All the roofs (3) were replaced and interior damage repaired. 

The iron fence was repainted. 

Major repairs were made to the plumbing for the heating system. 

 

GROUNDS 

Three large diseased trees and their stumps were removed. 

 5 new trees were planted along 35th Avenue this spring in addition to the 13 planted last fall 

on our property by Million Trees NYC. 

New lawnmower purchased for lawn care. 

Cement walks replaced near church entrance and rectory driveway. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Ramon Urena 

 

 

 

As we go to print,  

our Northeast area is suffering the devastating effects of  

Hurricane or Superstorm Sandy.   

Our prayers go out to all affected as we  

join in the relief efforts. 

 

 

The sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared 

with the glory to be revealed for us.   

          Romans 8:18 
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ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY 

 

 The mission of the Rosary Altar Society is to praise and honor our Blessed Mother 
through recitation of the Rosary, and to promote the spiritual growth and social well-being of 
the women of our parish. 
 
 Led by Father Bob as our moderator, four officers, and the executive board, we are a 
group of 160 active fellow parishioners, seeking to deepen our relationship with God and Mary.  
Meetings are held monthly, which start with a group recitation of the Rosary, followed by a 
business meeting, an interesting program, and then socializing over coffee and dessert.   
 
 This past year, a Communion Breakfast and an Evening of Recollection helped enrich 
our spiritual life, and through the various special events we sponsored, we provided our fellow 
parishioners with enjoyable opportunities to get together with each other.  Those events in-
cluded a Christmas party with entertainment, a Holiday Fair, two cake sales, a St. Patrick’s 
Dance, two nights at the races, and a May Fashion Show.  That was an exciting evening, featur-
ing bridal gowns of years past, along with the drawing for the Super Raffle prize of $20,000.  
At our June Installation Mass and Dinner, eight new Rosarians were installed. 
 
 Rosary members also dusted and cleaned the altars and church, and as part of our Out-
reach program, a food drive was held for Father Nam’s parish in Brooklyn, there was a baby 
shower for Bridge to Life, Christmas gifts were collected for the homebound of our parish, and 
two blood drives were held. 
 
 This past year was a wonderful testament to all who helped – the Rosarians who shared 
their time, gifts and talents, as well as the many parishioners who supported our efforts.  As a 
result, we were able to raise $50,000 for the parish and school!   
 
Respectfully submitted, Peggy Devine 
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Rosary-Altar Society Executive Board 



  
      Income   Expense 
        

Opening Balance     1761.38   

Petty Cash       623.52   

        

Dues      1200.00   

Holiday Fair     2347.26   

NCCW dues          50.00 

Communion Breakfast      578.00   670.00 

Lustgartten Foundation (Elena Harahan Walk)      50.00 

Staples Mailings         235.64 

Wedding Anniversary        116.85 

Christmas Fund Raiser     Cards Fundraiser       950.00    730.15 

Rosary Meeting Get Together         32.64 

Night at the Races - October      728.00   

Night at the Races - April         902.00   

December Cake Sale                   464.75   

Christmas Party      6956.16   2306.57 

Christmas Rectory Gifts         225.00 

Cill Cais Play         770.00   

St. Patrick's Dance    13591.00  3424.99 

Irish American Society Journal Page       125.00 

Evening of Recollection         100.00 

Bank Fees & Misc          46.20      25.00 

April Meeting Speaker         100.00 

April Cake Sale          804.71   

Super Raffle     38084.00  20330.00 

Fashion Show     21177.00  10379.50 

Installation Medals             23.20 

Installation Dinner      1705.00    1025.00 

Fashion Show deposit 2013           500.00 

Donation to OLBS        50000.00 

Total                $92,688.98             $90,539.54 

        

Income  $92,688.98      

Expense  $90,539.54      

Surplus  $2,149.44     

        

Checking $2,135.92      

PC  $13.52      

Total  $2,149.44     

        
Respectfully submitted    Kathy Bacci     

             
OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY                

FINAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT - JUNE 2012  
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CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION (CYO) 

2012-2013 SEASON 
OLBS-CYO SPORTS participates in Soccer, Girls Basketball, Boys Basketball, Intramural Basketball, 

Boys Swimming,  Girls Swimming, Field and Track, Softball, Baseball, and Cheerleaders. 

Parish Athletic Representative:  Denis Carroll 

President:     John Cronan 

Vice President:    Michael Esposito 

Webmaster:     Andrew Mussalli 

Treasures:     John Cronan 

Recording Secretary:    Mark SanAntonio 

Athletic Director:    Kevin O’Connell 

Assistant Athletic Director:   Greg Salerno 

Soccer Commissioner:   Eric Dietmann 

Age Group: 1st Grade to 8th Grade; Player Registered: 146, # Teams 8 runs from the 2nd weekend in 

September until 2nd weekend in November; Playoff starts the weekend after the regular season ends. 

Girls Basketball Commissioner:  Joe Wilkinson 

Age Group: 3rd Grade to 8th Grade; # Players Registered 84, # team 7 runs from the 3rd weekend in Oc-

tober until to the 2nd weekend in January; Playoff starts the weekend after the regular season ends. 

  
Boys Baseball Commissioner:  Pete Panagakos 

Age Group: 3rd Grade to 8th Grade; # Players Registered 133, # team 10; Season runs from the 1st 

weekend in November until to the 2nd weekend in February; Playoff starts the weekend after the regular 

season ends. 

Intramural Baseball Commissioner:  George Goger 

Age Group: PreK to 2nd Grade; Players Registered: 97; Season runs from 1st Saturday in December to 

the 3rd weekend in March. 

Boys Swimming Commissioner:  Traci Regis 

# Players registered: 58; Season runs from November to January. 

Girls Swimming Commissioner:  Michael Monteverdi 

# Players registered: 61; Season runs from January to April. 

Field and Track Commissioner:  Suzanne Mora 

Age Group: 3rd  Grade to 8th Grade; # Players Registered 71, Season runs from the 2nd weekend in 

March until to the 1st weekend in June. 

Softball Commissioner:   Fran Hancock 

Age Group: 3rd Grade to 8th Grade; # Players Registered 89, # team 7; Season runs from the 2nd week-

end in April until to the 2nd weekend in June; Playoff stats the weekend after the regular season ends. 

Baseball Commissioner:   Richie Mazze 

Age Group: 3rd Grade to 8th Grade; # Players Registered 76, # team 6; Season runs from the 2nd week-

end in April until to the 2nd weekend in June; Playoff stats the weekend after the regular season ends. 

Girls Cheerling Commissioner:  Melanie Andreou 

# registered 33; they will be cheering at the home games for the Boys Basketball. 

Uniform Commissioner:   Scott Koehler 

Event: Coaches Basketball Game played in January; OLBS-CYO Mass and Awards Breakfast held in 

June. 

In the OLBS School GYM there are banners for all the teams that were Diocesan Champions in their 

sport. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, John Cronan                               Website: www.olbscyo.org 
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    ! !  

  !
         Income     Expense  

Opening Balance       
             

$5,643.00     

Total Fees Online (includes registration, Award's Breakfast, etc.)  
            

$60,975.00     

Total Concession       
               

$3,239.00     

Uniform On-Line       
              

$6,527.00     

Coaches Game       
                  

$760.00     

Swim Suit Deposit       
               

$315.00     

Cheerleading       
              

$61.00     

Grant From NYC Councilman Dan Halloran    
              

$4,725.00     

Total Income       $82,245.00     

Awards Breakfast          
             

$10,950.00  

Concession Stand And GYM         
             

$1,000.00  

Baseball CYO Entry Fee         
                   

$300.00  

Baseball DAC Entry Fee         
            

$2,100.00  

Baseball Umpire Fees         $1,128.00  

Basketball Boys CYO Entry Fee and Ref Fees and Supplies      
              

$5,286.00  

Basketball Boys Playoff Ref Fees        
                   

$870.00  

Basketball Girls CYO Entry Fee and Ref Fees and Supplies      
               

$4,868.00  

Basketball Girls Playoff Ref Fees        
                   

$854.00  

Basketball Boys and Girls Tourment Boys $675 Girls $475)      
              

$1,150.00  

Cheerleading Uniform and Supplies        
                  

$382.00  

Field and Track CYO Entry Fee         
                  

$665.00  

Soccer CYO Entry Fee and Ref Fees and Supplies       
              

$2,644.00  

Soccer Playoff Ref Fee         
                  

$220.00  

Soccer Field Set Up          
              

$2,250.00  

Softball CYO Entry Fee and Ref Fees and Supplies       
              

$1,633.00  

Swimming Boys and Girls CYO Entry Fee and Permit and Swimming Olympics    
            

$10,906.00  

Soccer Intrermural Trophies         
                  

$323.00  

Basketball Intramural Trophies        
                  

$507.00  

Softball Intramural Trophies         
                    

$90.00  

MISC            

Donations          
              

$2,935.00  

Funeral Flowers and Masses         
                  

$440.00  

Christmas Gifts (Recorty and School Staff)       
                  

$345.00  

Soccer Party          
                   

$128.00  

Raffle OLBS Rosary Altar Society        
                   

$100.00  
Donation to School for use   
of Gymnasium          

              
$2,000.00  

          

           

          

          
            
        
         

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

CYO FINANCIAL STATEMENT FROM JULY 1, 2011 to JUNE 30, 2012 
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        Income  Expense 

Coca Cola Processing Fees                       $    296.00  

Echo Monthly Bill        $    296.00  

Echo Visa/MC Transaction                    $ 1,938.00  

Parish Service Insurance                     $    800.00  

Refund                       $  1,200.00  

DePhillips Sports-Supplies And Uniforms      $17,311.00  

IRSDSHardwood Floor (GYM Floor)         $  2,862.00  

General Membership Meeting       $     170.00  

RAS St. PATRICK Dinner/Dance                             $     640.00  

Rev. Lito Amanda (Fairwell and Goodluck)                   $       50.00  

Total Expense         $ 79,637.00  

            

            

Opening Balance for July 1, 2012       $    2,608.00  

 

 

OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

CYO FINANCIAL STATEMENT FROM JULY 1, 2011 to JUNE 30, 2012 

(continued) 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

The music ministry is composed of people with various traditions and ages, all working 

to accomplish the same goal: to glorify God and to help the congregation experience Him 

through the power and beauty of liturgical music. All Choirs meet weekly to rehearse: 

Adult Choir- Tuesday 7:45 Choir Loft 

Youth Choir- Thursday 7:30 Church 

Children’s Choir- Tuesday 4:00 M. Mullaney Room 

Cherub Choir- Thursday 4:00 M. Mullaney Room 

 

The Choirs: 

Each choir group specializes in a certain style of liturgical music and helps in our weekly litur-

gies. Our choirs also help at seasonal events such as: Lessons and Carols, Tenebrae, and special 

liturgies.  

 

The adult choir consists of 15 members. The musical style and experience of this choir 

has a broad range: it has done music from Gregorian Chant to modern day compositions. Ex-

perience ranges from member to member; some read music and others have a great ear and pick 

up new music fairly quickly. The choir rehearses each Tuesday night at 7:45pm in the choir loft 

and sings every other Sunday at the 11am Mass. The choir also sings outside this schedule if 

required for special liturgies.  

 

The Youth Choir is composed of younger adults. This choir focuses more on the con-

temporary trends in liturgical music. Their rehearsals are every Thursday at 7:30pm in the 

church. The Youth Choir sings every Saturday at the 5pm Mass, taking a break only in the sum-

mer. A variety of musical instruments are used ranging from guitars to congas.  

 

The Children’s Choir is composed of elementary school age children. Rehearsing 

weekly on Tuesday’s at 4:00pm, they sing every other Sunday at the 12:30pm Mass. This choir 

also has a nice repertoire of liturgical music. The children get a chance to experience the more 

traditional hymns as well as more modern ones. The organ accompanies this choir and the chil-

dren sing from the choir loft.  

 

The Cherub Choir is made up of our youngest children. This choir rehearses weekly on 

Thursdays and sings once a month at our 9:30 Family Mass. This choir serves as a great intro-

duction for young children into the world of music and church. 

 

The Funeral Choir has been in existence for at least 12 years. This group has no meet-

ings or rehearsals. The choir currently has 24 dedicated members who love to sing. Members 

assist at all Funeral Masses as their schedule permits them. This choir is a positive asset to the 

parish and a definite comfort to families in their grieving process. New voices are always wel-

come. 

The music for our 9:30 Mass is provided by Mrs. Betty May, who leads the singing and 

accompanies with guitar.  She would welcome other singers and musicians for this Family 

Mass.  
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MUSIC MINISTRY (continued) 
 
Highlights: 
We are all delighted and excited about our new organ. The project was completed mid- Septem-
ber. The cost of our new instrument came to $170,000. The music ministry is grateful to all 
those who participated by donating and making this possible. As of now the organ is com-
pletely paid for by donors. Our dedication ceremony was on September 23rd with Bishop Chap-
petto presiding. The bishop blessed and dedicated our new organ. Just to highlight some areas 
of the restoration and rebuilding: 

The façade of the organ was completely restored and refinished. Pontifical trumpet pipes 
were added unto it. The case was moved several feet back to create more space for the 
choir. 

We received a new console. The console has two manuals and a pedal board that are custom 
built. The stops are laid out in the French tier style.  

Original pipes form the 1929 organ were re-voiced and refurbished and currently make up 
the Great division.  

The sounds of the organ are provided by 268 speaking pipes, digitally sampled sounds and a 
MIDI package which allows for greater tonal color. 

 
Looking Ahead: 
All the choirs would like expand their memberships. I encourage all to consider joining one of 
the choirs. If you ever had even the slightest interest in music why not at least give it a try and 
try one of our choirs. It won’t cost you anything and there is no commitment attached to trying 
and seeing if this is something for you. Once you try you can then decide. Expanding member-
ship would allow us to do many exciting things and put on great concerts together. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Michael Martinka 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH CHOIR 

 

The OLBS Youth Choir presently consists of fifteen members ranging in age from seventh 
grade to adult. The group rehearses on Thursday evenings at 7:30 P.M in the upper church and 
sings every Saturday at the 5:00 P.M. Mass during the school year from September through 
June. Membership is open to young singers and musicians from the middle school grades 
through adult. The group participated in the annual Celebration of Lessons and Carols 
(December), the OLBS School graduation Mass (June), and at other parish liturgies, namely, 
Good Friday 3:00 P.M service (April). In addition, the Youth Choir participated in its first 
neighborhood Christmas Caroling Event. At the end of the school year, we celebrated with a 
party in the Parish Center at which we played Pictionary and otherwise enjoyed an evening of 
fun and socialization together. Interested youth may contact Ms. Valerie DeMato at: 
VL0612@aol.com or (718)423-7017 for more information. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Valerie DeMato - Director 

23 

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 2012 Annual Report 



RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE 

 
The Respect Life Committee [RLC] of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church has seven 

active members.  The RLC normally meets on the first Saturday of the month after the 9:00 

a.m. Mass in the rectory. All are welcome.  

 

The mission of RLC is to increase awareness of the sacredness of all life, and to educate parish-

ioners regarding the pro-life movement, other life issues, and how to create a culture of life in 

our society today.  As such, we strive to serve all OLBS parishioners. 

 

During the past year the activities of the RLC and its members have included: 

Completed reading and discussing The Gospel of Life/Evangelium Vitae: On the Value and 

Inviolability of Human Life by John Paul II 

 

Conducted a rosary novena for the Fortnight for Freedom 

 

Hosted a showing of A Man for All Seasons to focus attention on the attack on religious lib-

erty under the Federal Affordable Care Act 

 

Participated in a parish voter registration drive in conjunction with the Fortnight for Free-

dom 

 

Continued  to submit information for the RLC section of the weekly parish bulletin, to sup-

ply facts, quotes, and resources related to respect life issues and Church teaching 

 

Monitored the RLC section in the parish brochure rack to be stocked with various Respect 

Life materials 

 

Conducted a workshop where RLC and interested parishioners learned how to use a com-

puter to access e-mail, etc., and to contact elected officials to advocate for life issues 

 

Began submitting minutes of the RLC meetings for publication on the OLBS website 
 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Joe and Karen Traver 

 

 

 

MINISTERS of HOSPITALITY  

(USHERS) 

 
The usher is the first person one meets upon entering the Church. Their duties include this 

greeting, taking up the collection, and generally assisting the parishioners attending Sunday 

Mass. New volunteers are always welcome. Please contact John Cronan at 718-352-7529. 
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PARISH ADVOCATES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

 

In accordance with the diocesan plan to focus disability ministry at the local level, we joined 

this year with other parishes in Jamaica and northern Queens for a Mini Day of Recollection at 

St. Nicholas of  Tollentine.  The event included a speaker, time for reflection, refreshments and 

fellowship, an opportunity for the sacrament of Reconciliation and concluded with a Mass 

which was both signed for the Deaf and described for the Blind.   

 

At the more local level, we were able to bring several of our own homebound parishioners to 

the Mass and Anointing of the Sick here at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament.  The event is 

sponsored by the Senior Citizens Leisure Club and we enjoyed their hospitality and refresh-

ments after the Mass. 

 

As always, we seek to know those in our parish who have a disability and may feel excluded 

from full participation in the life and liturgy of Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament.  We hope to 

be a truly welcoming community where everyone can find their place. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Barbara O’Keefe and Bill Protash 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

 

The Adult Faith Formation Team (or, AFF, for short) is a group of nine men and women who 

provide for the spiritual growth and development of the parish through numerous and diverse 

faith experiences. In its second year of inception, the AFF sponsored a Religious Art Talk in 

October; the Advent Day of Prayer (December), and, in conjunction with the Young Adult Min-

istry (YAM, for short), the religious film series (October through May). A highlight accom-

plishment was the inauguration of a new parish renewal program called, Living the Eucharist, a 

three-year series designed by the Paulist Fathers to increase understanding and appreciation of, 

and devotion to, the Eucharist. This year we welcome as our new moderator, Fr. Larry Ryan. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Valerie DeMato - Team Coordinator 
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PASTORAL CARE PROGRAM (Communion to the Homebound) 
 

 The Pastoral Care Program exists to bring Holy Communion to those parishioners who 

cannot attend Mass because of age, illness or accident.  In addition to bringing the Eucharist, 

the ministers bring the weekly and seasonal publications of the parish.  They endeavor to re-

mind the homebound that they are still very much a part of our parish community. 

 

Membership 

 This past year 15 ministers and two alternates visited from 14 to 18 homes each week.  

 

Visitation 

 At the present time there are four groups of 3 or 4 parishioners each.  They are visited 

on Sunday, with some Saturday or weekday exceptions whenever necessary.  The homebound 

person is usually called on Saturday to arrange a time for visitation on Sunday.  When a person 

cannot be reached they are not visited they are not visited until connection can be made.  Other 

Catholics who are not on our list, but are family members of ministers, are brought Communion 

at home. 

 

Communication 

 Ministers receive a new schedule every two months.  The members communicate regu-

larly, if need be, for assignment switches or replacements.  Changes to the Homebound list and, 

when time permits, times of wakes and funerals for homebound ministers and homebound pa-

rishioners are relayed to the ministers by phone or phone message.  This has proven to be the 

most efficient and effective way of notification. 

 

Christmas Gifts 

 Through the generosity of the members of the Rosary Society, the homebound are re-

membered at Christmas.  Gifts are collected at their Christmas party and then sorted and tagged 

by our ministers.  These gifts are then distributed by our Pastoral Care ministers on the Sunday 

before Christmas. 

 

Performance 

 The program is working well because of the loving dedication of our members who 

willingly cooperate with one another when switches or replacements are necessary.  When a 

cancellation did occur, due to any circumstances, visitations were usually made during the 

week. 

 

New Members 

 Our ministers are each going out every other week.  There is no provision for long-term 

illness or vacations, other than one minister going to two assignments in a given week.  The 

ministry would definitely welcome some new members. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Agnes Pappas, Coordinator of the Pastoral Care Program 

26 

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 2012 Annual Report 



 

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 2012 Annual Report 

27 

CATHOLIC TEEN COMMUNITY AND OLBS TEEN CLUB 

 

2011 - 2012 was very meaningful for eleven plus youth who participated in the Catholic Teen 

Community.  They meet year round on Monday evenings from 7:00 - 8:30pm in their meeting 

room in the residence of the Daughters of Charity. The ‘CTC’ is an outreach specific youth 

group meant to support those in need in our own parish and community agencies.  This past 

year the students prepared meatloaves, the mainstay project of the CTC, which benefited the 

homeless who go to St. John’s Bread and Life Soup Kitchen in Brooklyn. They average about 

100 meatloaves a year, as well as 1500 hundred Dignity Packs ( a zip-loc bag consisting of a 

face towel, soap and a tooth brush).   

 

For a number of years the students have been sponsoring a coat drive for New York Cares and 

their experience of that has been enriched by the generous offerings from our parishioners. 

More than 200 coats were received.   The CTC students also sponsor a blood drive twice annu-

ally for the NY Blood Center, which has collected on average 30-35 donations of blood per col-

lection.   

 

 In 2008, the CTC initiated outreach to other teens that have an interest in preparing for the Sac-

rament of Confirmation for full initiation in the Church. Five students have joined the ranks of 

fully initiated since then.  During the month of November, the students are at the doors of the 

Church selling Advent Wreaths.  Beside the meatloaves, the Advent Wreaths and candles have 

become a signature project of the CTC. We are most grateful  to the parents and parishioners for 

their support, which allows the CTC to continue to do what will make the students effective pa-

rishioners here at OLBS or wherever life takes them. 

 

 

Teen Club, our seventh and eighth grade social program, is enjoying a membership of 99 stu-

dents to date who gather weekly in the gym from 7:00 - 8:30pm for activities and organized so-

cialization. We are joined by students from Holy Cross High School, who help Christina Lanfrit 

with supervision, while achieving credit hours for volunteering. The Teen Club students play 

pool, organized basketball and soccer and enjoy their friends. In the last fifteen minutes, the stu-

dents are introduced to the concept of an organized meeting and process information and sched-

ules that ends with prayer. The students also enjoy five dances per academic year in the audito-

rium from 7:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

 

October 27, 2012  Halloween Dance 

December 19, 2012 Christmas Dance 

February 6, 2013 Valentine’s Dance 

March 20, 2013 Spring Dance 

May 1, 2013 End of Year Dance 

 

Respectfully submitted, Deacon George Bourbeau 



YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS - 2011-2012 

In the fall of 2011, YAM members volunteered with NY Cares, where they helped to enhance 

the atmosphere of a NYC public elementary school in Floral Park by painting the school’s play-

ground. For the third consecutive Christmas season, YAM members participated in St. John’s 

Bread and Life Sponsor-a- Family program by distributing food and toy packages to homeless 

families. Coffeehouse/Open Mic Nights were held in the OLBS auditorium in January and Au-

gust 2012, where many different types of young talent performed in order to raise money to do-

nate to the Wounded Warrior Project and Swim Across America. YAM met weekly during Lent 

to deepen their faith by taking part in the parish-wide Lenten faith sharing series, Living the 

Eucharist. In March 2012, some YAM members connected with the Franciscan Sisters of the 

Renewal to volunteer at their soup kitchen in NYC, which was a prayer-filled day of service. In 

April 2012, YAM participated in NY Cares Spring service day where members cleaned up litter 

in and around Fort Totten Park to help keep it beautiful.  Throughout the year, YAM hosted a 

Faith and Film Series for the parish where they viewed and discussed inspirational films such as 

“The Five People You Meet In Heaven”, “The Ultimate Gift” and “Dolphin Tale”. 

 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY UPCOMING 2012-2013 GOALS/EVENTS 

               YAM will continue hosting the parish film series, which will start off with showing 

“October Baby” in collaboration with the Respect Life Committee. “The Grace Card” will be 

shown in November in honor of Thanksgiving  and more meaningful movies will be scheduled 

for the spring. As the months grow colder, YAM members hope to join the Franciscan Sisters 

of the Renewal to volunteer at their soup kitchen in NYC. YAM’s Christmas service project 

will be to participate once again in the Sponsor-a-Family Project at St. John’s Bread and Life in 

Brooklyn.  Coffeehouses/Open Mic Nights will be held bi-annually in January and August 2013 

where many types of young talent will be invited to perform in order to raise money to donate 

to different charities. In the spring of 2013, YAM hopes to continue sprucing up the environ-

ment by cleaning up nearby parks with NY Cares. Venturing into OLBS’ second year of the 

Living the Eucharist Lenten Program, YAM will meet in a small faith sharing group to continue 

to be renewed by the Word of God. 
 

1-YAM members paint the playground of a school in Floral Park for NY Cares Day – October 2011 

2-3-YAM members volunteering with NY Cares to clean up Fort Totten Park – April 2012 

4-Volunteering at St. John’s Bread and Life distributing toys and food to homeless families – December 2011 

 

1-              2-                                                                     4- 

 

 

 

3-       
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SENIOR CITIZENS LEISURE CLUB 

 

The Senior Citizens Leisure Club currently has 113 members. The Club has hosted regular 

Wednesday afternoon meetings and parties this past year at our meeting place, the school 

lunchroom. Our Christmas Party and End-of-Season Party (June 13th) took place at Verdi’s of 

Whitestone. These parties included a sit-down dinner, entertainment, and dance music. 

At our weekly meetings that take place on Wednesdays from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM, members 

play various board games, ie. Scrabble, Porkino, Bingo; the men play Poker. 

 

We had a special bus trip to Shelter Island, NY, as a day of recollection which was greatly en-

joyed by our members and other parishioners who requested to join us for  this particular trip. 

The celebrant of the mass was Fr. Peter DeSanctis, formerly a priest of OLBS, and now pastor 

of Our Lady of the Isle Church in Shelter Island. This was our 4th year for what now appears to 

be an annual event.  

 

We hosted an annual Anointing of the Sick Mass on Wednesday, September 26th which was 

very well attended. All were invited afterwards to our meeting place for coffee and cake. We 

were happy to enroll four new members that day. 

 

On Wednesday, October 10th, 2012 we held a Flu Shot Program, sponsored and administered 

by CVS Pharmacy. 20 Persons requested flu shots. Next year we will start earlier to administer 

shots in September with the help of CVS Pharmacy. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Lou Tirella 

 

 

 

TITHING RENEWAL 

 

Our stewardship program at Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament encourages the biblically based 

practice of tithing. We held our Tithing Renewal weekend in October 2011, focusing on the 

education of new parishioners in the spirituality of tithing while encouraging all parishioners to 

reflect on their own giving and to renew their commitment. Our Pastor, Father Bob sent a letter 

to all registered households the week prior to the renewal weekend. He then spoke at all the 

Masses and invited two parishioners at each Mass to bear witness to the blessing that tithing has 

been to them personally and spiritually. The homily and two of the witness talks were mailed to 

all households the following week while the other eight talks were printed in Reflections. In 

two years we will host another renewal. As you may know, in alternate years a Time & Talent 

Ministry Renewal is conducted—directed by Judy Reilly—which is currently ongoing as we go 

to print. We also continue to host our twice-a-year new parishioner blessing and welcome fol-

lowed by either a wine & cheese reception (Saturday evening) or a brunch (late Sunday morn-

ing). Each week we prepare a quote for the stewardship section of the bulletin and print some of 

the good works our children are doing in addition to their tithes.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Mary Ranieri 
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REFLECTIONS 

 

As always in life, there is change, and since Betty May’s schedule prevented her from continu-

ing her work on Reflections, we are thankful this year for the coming of Anne O’Connell.  Her 

technical expertise – as Betty’s did - makes possible the transposition of our ideas and stories to 

the printed page.  Thus, after beginning the year with a combined Fall - Winter issue, we are 

back on our schedule of four seasonal issues each year.  

 

In these issues we have continued our efforts to highlight parish happenings, from the Living 

the Eucharist parish retreat to Rosary’s bridal fashion show and from the individual experiences 

of Father Bob’s pilgrimage in the footsteps of St. Paul to Linda Starace’s trip to World Youth 

Day in Madrid. We have also had features on school projects, a CTC mini retreat, the history of 

our original pipe organ and some new faces in the Rectory. 

 

Our content also continues to consider the spiritual - with regular features (The Deacon’s Rx 

and profiles of saints) as well as periodic contributions from staff members. There are also oc-

casional submissions from parishioners and these we heartily welcome. 

 

Our covers have paid tribute to the parish’s three year Living the Eucharist program, all our 

mothers and fathers and the culmination of the year’s RCIA program at the Easter vigil.  

And of course what would Reflections be without news of the parish, restaurant reviews, our 

own priestly comic and our pictorial guessing game of Then and Now.  Nor would we exist at 

all without the dedicated creative, energetic and enthusiastic parishioners we are privileged to 

call our staff.  

 

So, on a very promising note, we end the year and look forward to working with a new Modera-

tor – Father Larry Ryan. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Barbara O’Keefe  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pray, Hope and Don’t Worry 

 

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) 
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PRE-CANA 

OLBS’s parish Pre-Cana program has been preparing couples for sacramental marriage for ap-

proximately 26 years. Sessions, which include discussions on communication, decision making, 

sexuality, and spirituality, are conducted in the homes of married, fellow parishioners who have 

volunteered their time for this ministry. Typically, each session is facilitated by two married 

couples with approximately 5 or 6 engaged couples in attendance. The program takes the for-

mat of a directed group discussion rather than a lecture, and is offered in both the spring and the 

fall. Approximately 13 engaged couples took part in the program in 2012. 

This year, OLBS modified its Pre-Cana program in order to have it conform more closely to the 

diocesan offering. The changes included an increase in the number of program hours, an ex-

panded presentation on the topic of Natural Family Planning, and the inclusion of an ordained 

minister (in our case, a deacon) at each of the sessions. Additionally, the married couples, who 

were previously trained primarily “on-the-job,” now gain additional knowledge and insight 

through access to the Facilitators Guide utilized by the Diocesan Office of Marriage & Family 

Life. As always, the married facilitators love and appreciate their ministry, and acknowledge 

that they themselves learn much from the other presenters, as well as from the engaged couples. 

Respectfully submitted, Laura DiMichael 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LECTORS 

 

We currently have 32 lectors who are assigned to Sunday Masses in teams of two.  Each lector 

reads about once per month but we need to increase our numbers to cover all the Masses.  We 

hope to welcome new lectors through the efforts of our Time and Talent weekend and send 

them for diocesan training.   

 

Respectfully submitted, Madeline Wrzesc 
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ALTAR SERVER REPORT 2012 

 

   Our altar servers are students from the OLBS parish who are currently in grades 4-12. 
They are eligible to become servers in the 4th grade and can continue their service through high 
school if they wish. Currently we have 7 altar servers who are in high school who continue to 
volunteer their services to our parish. Our servers assist at daily and weekday masses, funerals, 
weddings, at services throughout the Christmas and Easter season, and at special prayer services 
such as the Stations of the Cross. 
 Our new altar servers are trained for 4 weeks in October and were installed on October 
28th at the 9:30am Mass. They served their first Mass in the following weeks. This is always a 
great experience for both the servers and their families.  
 In 2011 we had 18 new altar servers installed and 13 servers left due to graduations and 
moving out of the parish, which left us with a total of 52 servers. This year we have 18 new al-
tar servers installed bringing our total to 69. We thank them for their dedication and commit-
ment to their service and our parish! 
   

Respectfully submitted, Kathleen  Cadigan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOMMY & ME 

 

The Mommy and Me program invites mothers, fathers, grandparents, and nannies in our com-
munity along with their babies and toddlers to meet most Thursday mornings during the school 
year  at 9:30 am in the school auditorium.   Adults will find mutual support while the kids have 
fun playing, doing arts and crafts projects and learning to interact with each other. We sing and 
dance and read stories.  We offer coffee, bagels and snacks. A fee of $3 per child is requested to 
cover costs.  
 
Our average weekly attendance is 60 including the children and their caregivers.  We held many 
parties throughout the year including Halloween, Valentine’s Day and St. Patrick’s Day.  Our 
largest parties were Christmas with a visit from Santa Claus and Easter with an egg hunt.   
      

Respectfully submitted, Diane Mussalli & Ana Monteverdi 
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OUR LADY OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

BINGO REPORT FROM OCTOBER 2011 TO SEPTEMBER 2012 

 

Quarter Period this year  Oct-Dec 2011    Jan-Mar’12     Apr-June ’12 Jul-Sept’12 12 months 

# of Games   9  13  11  11  44 

Players    872  1,501  1,359  1,280  5,012 

Average Players per game 97  115  124  116  114 

Gross Income   26,168  39,069  34,699  32,805  131,741 

Less Prizes   (18,225)  (26,325)  (22,275)  (22,275)  (89,100) 

Gross Profit   6,943  12,744  12,424  10,530  42,641 

Expenses  

   (Fees, Supplies, Clean up) (1,621)  (2,464)  (1,703)  (1,490)  (7,278) 

 

Net Profit   5,322  10,280  10,721  9,040  35,363 

 
Subsidy paid to school  10,000  10,280  10,721  9,040  35,363 

 

Note:  Net Profit per game 591  791  975  822  804 

Spending per person 

   (Gross Income/Players)          26.29 

 

Comparison between  

   2011 and 2012   2011  2012  Increase from 2011 to 2012 

# of Games   40  44  4 

Players    3,893  5,012  1,119 

Average Players per game 97  114  17 

Gross Income    106,137  131,741  25,604 

Less Prizes   (81,000)  (89,100)  (8,100) 

Gross Profit   25,137  42,641  17,504 

Expenses 

   (Fees, Supplies, Clean up) (6,995)  (7,278)  (283) 

 

Net Profit   18,142  35,363  17,221 

 
Subsidy paid to school  17,400  39,000  21,600 

 

Note:  Net Profit per game 454  804  350 

 

Spending per person  27.26  26.29 

 

Respectfully submitted, Bob May 

 

Thanks to all our players and volunteers for a great year.  $39,000 was presented to OLBS School 

to help keep tuition reasonable.  Alice Jones 
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MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Adult Choir – Rehearsals on Tuesday evenings at 8:00pm in the choir loft.  New members always 
welcome.  Contact Michael Martinka at 718-229-5929 
Youth Choir – Young adults from 7th grade and up.  Rehearsals on Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm 
in the Parish Center.  Contact Valerie DeMato at 718-423-7017 
Children’s Choir – Children from 3rd to 8th grade.  Rehearsals on Tuesday at 4:00pm in the Parish 
Center.  Contact Margaret Abel at 718-428-7409 
Cherub Choir – Children from Kindergarten to 2nd grade.  Rehearsals on Thursdays at 4:00pm in 
the Parish Center.  Contact Margaret Abel at 718-428-7409 
Family Mass Group –Parents of children attending 9:30am Mass every Sunday.  Rehearsals on 
Tuesday evenings at 8:30pm in a member’s home.  Contact Louise SanAntonio at 718-224-4954 
Funeral Choir – Members of this group are present at every funeral and represent our parish to the 
relatives of the deceased.  If you are interested in this Work of Mercy contact Judy Morrissay at 
718-352-7091  
LECTORS proclaim the Word of God in liturgical celebrations.  Coordinator: Madeline Wrzesc, 
718-428-6922 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION serve at the Liturgy of  the 
Eucharist and can also be trained to bring Holy Communion to the sick and homebound.  Contact: 
Eileen Baginski, 718-358-1381 
ALTAR SERVERS help the priests at masses, funerals and weddings.  Coordinators: Kevin and 
Kathleen Cadigan, 718-352-2239 
ADULT ALTAR SERVERS serves morning masses and funerals when children are not available.  
Coordinator:  Lou Tirella 718-423-8848 
MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY (USHERS) New volunteers are always welcome.  Coordina-
tor: John Cronan, 718-352-7529 
LITURGY COMMITTEE develops plans for the music, environment, ritual and rubric to en-
hance worship for the various seasons of the church year.  Coordinators: George Bourbeau, 718-
229-5929 
WEDDING COMMITTEE prepares couples for their wedding ceremony. Contact: Judy Reilly, 
718-229-8895 
PRE-CANA PROGRAMS - Marriage preparation required by the church.  Contacts: Steve and 
Laura DiMichael, 718-352-9247 
PASTORAL CARE PROGRAM, COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND – Anyone who can-
not attend Mass because of illness may receive the Eucharist at home on a regular basis.  Coordina-
tors: Mrs. Agnes Pappas, 718-631-4793  
PARISH ADVOCATES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES - bring to the parish level the 
work of the Diocesan Office for Persons with Disabilities, to enable all to have as full access to the 
Liturgy and Sacraments as possible.  Contacts: Barbara O’Keefe, 718-352-0210  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM –Classes on Wednesday afternoons for grades 1 – 5.  
Grades 6 and 7 are taught on Tuesday evenings. Director: Sr. Carla Lorenz PBVM 718-225-6179 - 
RCIA –The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a process for those who are inquiring 
about the Christian Faith. Director: Sr. Carla Lorenz PBVM 718-225-6179 - 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION TEAM – meets once a month to support and facilitate the ongo-
ing faith formation of the adult members of the parish.   Contact Valerie DeMato, 
VL0612@aol.com 
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ROSARY ALTAR SOCIETY –– Honors Our Blessed Mother, promotes the spiritual growth 
of the women of our parish and aids the parish through fund raising activities.  New members of 
all age groups are welcome and needed. President: Peggy Devine, 718-352-8236, e-mail: 
peggydevine@gmail.com 
RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE meets on the first Saturday of the month after the 9am Mass. 
Purpose is to foster a “culture of life.”  Contact: Karen and Joe Traver at joeka@nyc.rr.com 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, #430 Dr.Dooley/Fr. McGivney – Meetings at Joyce Kilmer 
Hall (35-79 160th St., Flushing) every Tuesday.  Contact: Thomas Kobel 917-378-1521 – Web-
site:kofc.org 
HOME SCHOOL ASSOCIATION – Supports school program, advocates for continuing ex-
cellence and keeps parents informed about school affairs and upcoming events.  President: Mi-
chael McCormack, 718-428-7715, e-mail: olbshsa@live.com 
YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM) –  For young adults looking for ways to outreach in the 
community and connect with like-minded people.  Meets Thursdays at 7:45pm in the Parish 
Center. Coordinatior: Linda Starace at 646-262-6763; website: baysideYAM.org. 
TEEN CLUB –Church related atmosphere for teens at the junior high level with meetings in 
the gym on Wednesday evenings and a supervised dance every six to eight weeks. Coordinator: 
George Bourbeau, 718-229-5929 
CATHOLIC TEEN COMMUNITY (CTC) is made up of parish and non-parish high school 
teens who meet every Tuesday evening in the convent to plan projects to help the poor. Contact: 
OLBS Youth Minister, George Bourbeau, 718-229-5929 
CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION – Boys and girls may participate in the following 
sports: basketball, swimming, soccer, baseball, softball and track.  Coordinator: John Cronan, 
718-352-7529. Website: olbsCYO.com 
BINGO COMMITTEE – Organize and run BINGO games for the benefit of the school. New 
volunteers desperately needed and always welcome.  Volunteers scheduled 3 1/2 hours every 5 
weeks. Coordinator: Alice Jones, 718-224-4700 
MOMMY AND ME  Mothers (fathers, grandparents and nannies) with babies and toddlers are 
invited to meet in the school auditorium.  Contact: Anna Monteverde, 917-922-4375; Website: 
MommyNme-olbs.com. 
SENIOR CITIZENS LEISURE CLUB –– Meetings are held every Wednesday afternoon 
from 12pm to 4pm in the school cafeteria.  Coordinators; Louis and Tina Tirella, 718-423-8848. 
e-mail: joanbertrandjb@aol.com 
GROUNDSKEEPERS  Dedicated parishioners assist the maintenance staffing caring for the 
parish lawn and gardens. Contact: Ramon Urena, 718-229-5929 
OFFICE VOLUNTEERS –Volunteer receptionists normally work a set day of the week and a 
time period of at least three hours.  Other tasks, such as bulk mailings may be scheduled to fit 
the volunteer’s schedule.    Coordinator: Mrs. Jane Brunhuber, Parish Secretary, 718-229-5929  
FUNERAL PLANNING TEAM assists family members at the time of a death in planning the 
funeral mass.  Coordinator:  Judy Morrissey 718-352-7091 
DAISIES – meet alternating Mondays in Room 112 in our school from 2:35pm to 4pm.  Coor-
dinator:  Christine Dennehy 516 729-5788. 
BROWNIES – meet alternating Mondays in Room 104 in our school from 2:35pm to 4pm.  
Coordinator:  Paula Maestre 718 428-1023. 
JUNIORS - meet alternating Mondays in school cafeteria from 2:35pm to 4pm.  Coordinator:  
Donna Arma  718  939-8756. 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS #430 

 

Knights of Columbus Council #430 is always trying to help as many charities as we possibly 

can.  Over the past year we have donated money to many worthy organizations and causes; St. 

Mary’s Children’s Hospital, St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital, and Calvary Hospital.  We 

are involved with the Long Island Universities Campus Ministries, where we donated much 

needed money to a small school in Tanzania, Africa,  St. Margaret Mary’s Church, a food bank 

in LIC (where we donate money 4 times a year),  and the New York State Special Olympics, to 

name a few…. 

 

OLBS has always been nearest and dearest to our hearts, as many of our Council members are 

also proud members of the OLBS parish, who are very active and visible as Ushers, Lectors, 

CYO Members, Bingo Workers , and a Knights Bingo Team that we started about 3 years ago... 

 

Over the past year, Knights of Columbus Council #430 has been very supportive, and will con-

tinue to be supportive to our wonderful parish.  Our Council is proud to have been an OLBS 

Sponsor of: 

Annual Altar Servers Party 

A Golf Hole in the OLBS-HSA Golf Outing 

The Basketball Free Throw Contest - for boys and girls ages 8-14 

The Easter Egg Hunt - on the lawn - all ages 

CYO Breakfast 

 

Council #430's Upcoming Events: 

January 2013 - Basketball Free Throw Contest - Saturday 9:15AM - Noon - Date TBA - will be 

published in the Bulletin - Bagels, Coffee and Orange Juice will be provided.... 

 

If anyone is interested to learn more about the Knights of Columbus, and our Charitable Organi-

zations that we work with, please don’t hesitate to give us a call... 

 

Respectfully submitted, Grand Knight Richie Monahan (917) 769-2172 

                                       Deputy Grand Knight Jason Denivo (845) 519-0961 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This 2012 Annual Report is available in color on our website.  

Many thanks to our bulletin company, Liturgical Publications 

Inc. for the printing of this document.  Please be sure to use our 

sponsors printed on the back pages of our bulletin each week. 
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